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According to 2016 statistics released by the Food and Agriculture Organisation, 
global date production is around 7.1 million tonnes, out of which three million 
tonnes is produced by the world’s top 20 nations which grow date palm trees. The 
UAE, with a total production of 900 thousand tonnes per annum owns 33 per cent 
of the world’s exports of dates.

The significance of dates in UAE culture arises not merely because of its export 
potential. Dates represent a great part of our rich history and cultural heritage, 
and also have a religious value. Dates encapsulate the heart of desert life and 
are a symbol of our hospitality. The fruit has sustained generations and has thus 
become an integral part of the UAE’s heritage and identity.

While the annual Liwa Date Festival, now in its 13th edition, has been celebrating 
the country’s venerable palm dates, the event also serves to educate farmers on 
the ways of modern farming and caring for palm trees. Through the exchange of 
technical expertise, farmers have the opportunity to develop their capabilities 
and skills in the field of palm farming and date manufacturing, which will enable 
them to improve the quality of the local dates produce. 

This annual event also showcases some of the latest innovative research being 
carried out on growing date palm trees and establishes the need to preserve the 
community’s heritage, of which date palms are a significant component. Both the 
tree and its fruit hold a distinct honor in the tradition, culture and economy of the 
country.

Today, consumer attitudes are changing and dates are consumed on a daily basis 
by people all around the world. The fruit has clearly gone global. And events like 
the Liwa Date Festival serve to preserve and update knowledge on date palms 
which has created a unique system that combines production and sustainability, 
safeguards biodiversity and helps to improve the livelihoods of those who till the 
land.

Prof. Mohammed bin 
Fahad
Executive Editor
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We live in an age of increasingly complex global 
challenges that mandate new approaches. 
Accordingly, the partnerships and cooperation 
agreements that the Zayed International 
Foundation for the Environment has entered 
into with UN agencies and other international 
environmental bodies are taking new shape, as 
they also underline the role of science in the 
implementation of the SDGs.
There is no denying that science and technology 
affect the way we see and change the world. The 
UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is 
a unique opportunity to set an ambitious, integrated 
and transformational global agenda for sustainable 
development that is supported by a strong scientific 

evidence base. According to our partnership agreement, the UN Environment 
will provide the Zayed Foundation with scientific and substantive content on 
pollution stemming from the global report on pollution to be published soon. The 
innovative solutions and ongoing advances in new technologies to combat this 
global environmental issue will form part of Zayed Foundation’s activities.  
This is a remarkable step forward as the era of science for delivering a pollution-
free planet is no longer just an idea or a belief. There is real hard-based evidence 
to prove that science is required to deliver on the environmental dimensions 
of sustainable development. Zayed Foundation’s MoU with UN Environment 
thus takes a new approach in eliminating the threat of pollution as it relies on 
excellence in scientific research to put the world on a more sustainable path.
Undoubtedly, scientific and technology-based evidence are imperative to 
drive immediate, progressive and concrete actions to achieve the sustainable 
development goals of the 2030 Agenda. At Zayed Foundation, I have taken the 
lead in initiating a new innovative knowledge education smart platform for the 
dissemination of sustainable development knowledge for different ages and 
sectors worldwide. 
The UAE women in science and technology are empowering generations for 
the future, a culture instilled by the spirit of giving that reflects the values of 
the nation. As pathbreakers in every sphere, I take this opportunity to wish all 
women a Happy Emirati Women’s Day in advance!

From the Managing Editor

Dr. Meshgan Al Awar
 Secretary General
 Zayed International Prize for
the Environment

.P.O. Box 28399, Dubai, UAE
Tel: +971 4 3326666
Fax: +971 4 3326777

Website: www.zayedprize.org.ae
email: zayedprz@emirates.net.ae
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The 13th edition of the Liwa 
Date Festival that opened its 
doors on 19th July concluded 

its 11-day run on 29th July in 
the city of Liwa in the Al Dhafra 
region of Abu Dhabi when the 
winners of the last competition, 
Best Nukhba, were announced, 
said the organisers, the Cultural 
Programmes and Heritage 
Festivals Committee.

Over the years, the Liwa Date 
Festival, which is held under 
the patronage of H.H. Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Presidential Affairs, 

has been an effective platform 
for the stimulation of economic 
activity in Al Dhafra region, 
while the Traditional Market has 
successfully contributed to the 
support and promotion of Emirati 
products.

“The Liwa Date Festival aspires 
to preserve the Emirati cultural 
heritage and lure visitors and 
tourists into exploring the local 
traditions,” said the Director 
of the Festival and Chairman 
of the Planning and Projects 
Department at the Heritage 
Committee, Obaid Khalfan Al 
Mazrouei. “We have been working 

towards transforming the palm 
trees and dates into a symbol 
of past authenticity, a source 
of blessing in the present, and a 
guarantee of prosperity for the 
future,” he added, noting that the 
festival hoped to promote and 
preserve the cultivation of palm 
trees through supporting and 
encouraging farmers to secure 
more quality.

“As the local production has 
shown significant development, 
we believe that farmers can obtain 
better chances of excellence and 
competition in the UAE and the 
world,” he said.

13th edition of 
Liwa Date Festival 
awards 233 prizes 
worth AED 5.2 
million

The 13th edition of the Liwa Date Festival, held from 19th to 29th July, 2017, 
aspires to preserve the Emirati cultural heritage and lure visitors and tourists into 
exploring the local traditions.

Cover Story
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Running since 2005, the festival 
has provided full support for Liwa 
and managed to underscore its 
geographical, social and cultural 
prominence.

The 13th edition of the Liwa Date 
Festival awarded 233 prizes 
worth AED 5.2 million in all.

Most of the awards were 
presented in the Ratab Mazeynah 
(best fresh dates) category as 
these are some of the most 
popular varieties of dates that 
grow in the UAE – Khallas, Bou 
Maan, Khunaizi, Dabbas and 
Shishi. Amongst the last two ratab 

(half ripened dates) competitions 
held this year were in the 
categories of Al Dhafra Nukhba 
and Liwa Nukhba.

The nukhba is a mixed dates 
selection. Both of the nukhba 
competitions had to contain 
15 and 20 different varieties 
of ratab respectively with each 
variety weighing a minimum 
of three kilograms. Like with 
all other Ratab Mazeynah, the 
Nukhba baskets were judged 
on 15 criteria from size, shape, 
colour and taste to the ratab 
state (fully ripe or unripe dates 
were not acceptable) and organic 

properties (dates had to be 
free from pesticide residues 
and chemical fertilisers, with 
all winning entries checked in a 
laboratory).

All in all, the judges scrutinised 
some 6,000 baskets of dates 
submitted to the Ratab Mazeynah 
competitions. For the first time in 
the festival’s history, the awards 
grew from top 10 to top 15 for 
most categories.

“The winners of Al Dhafra Nukhba 
were awarded AED 200,000, but 
the competition with the largest 
cash award was for the Model 

Activities at the Liwa Date Festival 
included the Traditional Market, with the 
participation of more than 240 Emirati 
families, the Children’s Village, the Dates’ 
Market, awareness programmes, and 
exhibitions by a number of businesses.
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Farm – AED 300,000 for each of 
the two categories,” said Obaid 
Khalfan Al Mazrouei, Director 
of Liwa Dates Festival and 
Director of Planning and Projects 
Department at the Committee.

There were two Model Farm 
competitions, one for eastern 
Liwa and one for the western 
Liwa. The Model Farm Award was 
created to encourage farmers 
to improve the quality of their 
dates, keep their palm trees 
healthy, maintain excellent 
hygiene at the farm, restore old 
buildings at the property and to 
preserve the quality of the soil 
and used materials.

“The festival this year 
attracted good participation 
from exhibitors, competitors, 

handicrafts makers, 
entrepreneurs and visitors. We 
had very high quality of dates 
in all the ratab competitions, 
which reflect the improvements 
brought to farming by the 
festival in the past 13 years. 
Our aim has always been to 
encourage local farmers to 
improve the quality of their 
produce through adopting 
modern and better agricultural 
methods,” said Mr. Mazrouei. 
“Plus, the participation of several 
dates factories showed the many 
products that can be made out 
of dates, from date juice, sweets 
and pickles, to date molasses.”

For the thousands of daily 
visitors to the Liwa Dates 
Festival, the traditional souk was 
one of the major attractions. The 

market shops, decorated with 
meticulously-woven palm leaves, 
were run by Emirati women 
entrepreneurs, selling mostly 
handicrafts, objects reflecting 
Emirati traditions and even home 
cooked food.

There was Al Sadu (traditional 
wool weaving) carpets, blankets 
and decorations, Al Khoos (palm 
leaf weaving) mats, fans and 
baskets, small furniture pieces, 
toys and even artworks crafted 
out of palm tree wood and there 
was Talli (embroidery) too in 
silver and golden colours, a 
traditional decoration for Emirati 
women’s garments.

The cultural programme of the 
13th edition was also marked 
by the organisation of several 
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seminars, and specialised 
workshops aimed at participants 
and visitors in general. These 
workshops and seminars sought 
to encourage the adoption of 
the best technical systems and 
methods so as to improve date 
production without resorting to 
the use of chemical fertilisers.

HH Mansour bin Zayed visits 
Liwa Date Festival in Al Dhafra
H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Presidential 
Affairs, visited the Liwa Date 
Festival 0n 23rd July, which is 
being held under His Highness’s 
patronage in the city of Liwa in 
the Al Dhafra region. 

During his tour of the festival’s 
activities, H.H. Sheikh Mansour 

bin Zayed praised the great 
support shown by President 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan and His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, towards the 
agricultural sector, especially for 
sustainable date farming, due 
to its importance as a source of 
food and its connection to the 
noble customs and traditions of 
the UAE community, as well as its 
value to food security.

His Highness praised the efforts 
of H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, the Ruler’s 
Representative in the Western 
Region, to support the economic, 
community and cultural 

development of the Al Dhafra 
region and to organise notable 
heritage activities, which reflect 
the authenticity and history of 
Al Dhafra and strengthen the 
establishment of a national 
identity and folk heritage for the 
children of the country.

HH Sheikh Mansour expressed 
his confidence and pride in 
the date products and their 
processing methods, which 
reflect the nation’s agricultural 
advancement. He also visited the 
folk market, with products and 
handicrafts derived from palms, 
dates, and their derivatives. 

‘Giving in the Nation of Giving’ 
initiative at Liwa Date Festival 
attracts large turnout
The ‘Giving in the Nation of 

An estimated 2,500 farmers competed for a total of Dh5.2 
million in prizes at the festival, with more than 60,000 dates 

in six varieties up for the judging panel.
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Giving’ initiative attracted the 
attention of many visitors at 
the Liwa Date Festival in the Al 
Dhafra region.

The Cultural Programmes and 
Heritage Festivals Committee 
launched this initiative in 
cooperation with the Emirates 
Red Crescent, under the 
framework of its continuous 
support for the #Year of Giving 
initiative launched by President 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, reflecting the 
UAE’s efforts in social giving.

Abdullah Batti Al Qubaisi, 
Director of Events and 
Communication Administration 
at the Festivals Management 
Committee, said that the 
large turnout in this leading 

humanitarian initiative reflects 
the strength of the values of 
giving in the UAE.

Contributions made by the 
people of Liwa and the general 
public will be reflected in a 
luminous art work stretching 
7 metres high and 3 metres 
wide following the festival’s 
conclusion. “The resulting art 
piece will form an incandescent 
map of the UAE, representing 
the donations and contributions 
of visitors that reflect the 
traditional values of the UAE,” he 
added.

Raising awareness about 
sustainable groundwater use   
The Environment Agency – Abu 
Dhabi (EAD) has encouraged 
farmers at the Liwa Date Festival 

to use groundwater sustainably, 
emphasizing the important link 
between the sustainable use of 
groundwater and the long-term 
health of Abu Dhabi’s agricultural 
industry, specifically date farms.

“We committed to raising 
awareness about the importance 
of groundwater in order to 
ensure the sustainable use 
of this strategic resource,” 
said Dr Mohamed Dawoud, 
Advisor in Water Resources and 
Environmental Quality at EAD. 
“It is crucial that this resource is 
used responsibly so that farming 
activities, and the date industry 
in particular, can continue to 
thrive.”

“In an effort to safeguard the 
UAE’s cultural heritage, EAD 
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is developing a crop calculator 
and using SAP flow analysis to 
calculate the optimal irrigation 
water use by date palms.  
Experimentation of irrigation 
with different water salinity 
is also being undertaken to 
improve production and optimise 
irrigation efficiencies for date 
palms in Abu Dhabi Emirate,” 
added Dr Dawoud.

Date palm trees are found 
extensively throughout Abu 
Dhabi Emirate. Irrigation of date 
palm trees consumes about a 
third of the groundwater used 
by major crops. However, in 
order to achieve greater levels 
of water efficiency, a study 
has been conducted to attain a 
more precise understanding of 
water use in date farms. Data 

collected can help the EAD to 
improve irrigation practices and 
techniques by matching irrigation 
supply to crop demand. 

EAD also conducted a pilot 
study to determine the precise 
water requirements of the Lulu 
variety of date palm, Phase 
1 of this project has seen 
EAD researching and testing 
innovative new measurement 
techniques. 

Data has been gathered from 
three different date palm 
species that were under two 
different salinity treatments. 
This phase will help to calculate 
the exact amount of water 
required for irrigating these 
species of date palm, the tree/
water balance and complete the 

development of a ‘date-palm 
management tool’.

The Liwa Date Festival is not just about the traditional fruit 
which has been cultivated in the UAE for 5,000 years. There 
were competitions for the best mangoes and lemons as well.

c r e a t i n g  g r e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w
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An exciting milestone 
has been reached in the 
development of the world’s 

first commercial scale floating 
wind farm, which on completion 
will be sited off the coast of 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland.

All five wind turbines, each with a 
capacity of six megawatts (MW), 
have been mated onto a floating 
substructure in Stord, Norway, 
ready to be towed into position 
25 kilometres out to sea from 
the Scottish town of Peterhead 
and then anchored to the seabed.
The Hywind Scotland wind farm, a 
GBP210 million project unveiled 

in late 2015, is a partnership 
between the international energy 
company Statoil and Abu Dhabi’s 
renewable energy company, 
Masdar.

 Masdar’s acquisition of a 25 per 
cent stake in the project was 
announced during Abu Dhabi 
Sustainability Week in January 
2017, with lead operator Statoil 
owning 75 per cent.

 The 30MW wind farm will occupy 
four square-kilometres of space 
in an area of the North Sea which 
records average wind speeds 
of 10 metres per second. Upon 

completion in the fourth quarter 
of 2017, the project will provide 
around 22,000 UK homes with 
renewable electricity.

 “We are excited to see the 
world’s first commercial scale 
floating offshore wind farm move 
a step closer to completion, 
demonstrating our long-term 
commitment to advance the 
commercialisation of renewable 
energy technologies,” said 
Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi, CEO 
of Masdar. “The deployment of 
commercially viable wind energy 
in deep water marks a new era of 
growth for wind power, allowing 

World’s first 
floating offshore 
wind farm 
prepares to set sail

Upon completion in the fourth quarter of 2017, the project - a partnership between 
Statoil and Masdar - will provide around 22,000 UK homes with renewable 
electricity.

Partnership
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countries to further diversify 
their energy mix. We are proud 
to extend Masdar’s renewable 
energy portfolio in the United 
Kingdom and to build on our close 
partnership with Statoil.”

Demonstrating cost efficient and 
low risk solutions for future large-
scale floating wind farms, Hywind 
Scotland is the second offshore 
wind partnership between Masdar 
and Statoil after the 402MW 
Dudgeon wind farm, also due to 
come on-stream later in 2017.

Installing, or “mating”, the five 
Hywind wind turbines onto their 

floating platforms is a staggering 
feat of engineering, with each 
turbine tower weighing 12,000 
tonnes. The diameter of the rotor 
blades is 154 metres, nearly twice 
the wingspan of an Airbus A380, 
while the turbines themselves 
stand 253 metres tall. That is 
nearly three-quarters the height of 
the Eiffel Tower.

The immense structures are also 
built to withstand ocean waves 
at least 20 metres high and wind 
speeds exceeding 40 metres per 
second. The installation process 
requires several steps, including 
transporting the substructures 

from Spain to the Norway assembly 
site; mating the five wind turbines 
to the floating substructures by 
ballasting the substructures and 
lifting the towers and turbines using 
a heavy lift vessel to attach them 
on top of the vertical substructures; 
and towing the floating wind 
turbine and substructure to the 
final site in Scotland (vertical 
position) using three tugs (4 days/
turbine). The final step will be 
connecting the substructure to the 
mooring lines and anchors, which 
have been pre-installed.

Hywind Scotland is set to be in full 
production by the end of 2017.

The 30MW wind farm will occupy four 
square-kilometres of space in an area 
of the North Sea which records average 
wind speeds of 10 metres per second.
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The Ministry of Climate 
Change and Environment, 
MOCCAE, has signed an MoU 

with Abu Dhabi Future Energy 
Company, Masdar, and Bee’ah, 
aimed at developing an integrated 
study to implement a waste-
to-energy conversion facility 
to serve the Emirates of Ras Al 
Khaimah and Fujairah.

Followed up by the UAE 
President’s Initiatives Committee, 
the move is another important 
step in the country’s journey 
towards achieving sustainability 
in line with the vison of the UAE’s 
wise leadership.

Saif Mohammed Al Shara, 
Assistant Under-Secretary for 
the External Audit Sector at 
MOCCAE, Mohamed Jameel Al 
Ramahi, Chief Executive Officer 
of Masdar, Khaled Al Huraimel, 
Group Chief Executive Officer 
of Bee’ah, signed the MoU in the 
presence of Dr. Thani bin Ahmed 
Al-Zeyoudi, Minister of Climate 
Change and Environment.

Speaking on the occasion, Al 
Shara said, “The signing of this 
MoU comes as result of the 
keenness of the ministry to 
strengthen the existing strategic 
partnership with the concerned 

authorities in order to deal with 
the increasing developmental 
challenges and their management 
in a sustainable way. It also aims 
to achieve the National Agenda 
targets under the UAE Vision 
2021.”

He pointed out that the 
development of an integrated 
study for the implementation 
of Ras al-Khaimah’s waste-to-
energy conversion facility will 
serve it and Fujairah, and provide 
an integrated, sustainable and 
ecofriendly solution for the 
disposal of municipal solid waste 
in the UAE.

UAE climate 
change ministry 
inks MoU with 
Masdar and 
Bee’ah

The aim of the MoU is to study the possible implementation of a waste-to-energy 
conversion facility that would serve Ras Al Khaimah and Fujairah.

MoU
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Al Huraimel said, “With the 
economic growth that the UAE 
is enjoying, it is necessary for 
us to pursue responsible energy 
stewardship and diversify the 
region’s renewable energy 
portfolio to achieve sustainability 
benchmarks set in the UAE 
Vision 2021. Optimising energy 
efficiency and maximising waste 
diversion from landfills, waste-
to-energy projects hold great 
potential for the clean energy 
future of the UAE.

“Partnering with the MOCCAE, 
Bee’ah and Masdar will exert 
cumulative efforts, through 

the Emirates Waste to Energy 
Company, to study and develop 
waste-to-energy facilities in 
the Northern Emirates, while 
promoting the UAE’s overarching 
goal of diverting 75 percent of its 
municipal solid waste away from 
landfill by 2021,” said Al Ramahi.

Under the terms of the 
agreement, the ministry will 
provide sole rights to Masdar 
and Bee’ah to implement and 
accomplish the required services 
for the preparation of an 
integrated study to develop and 
execute a multi-fuel commercial 
and traditional facility to convert 

waste into energy in the emirate 
of Ras Al Khaimah. A steering 
committee will be formed to 
discuss and take decisions with 
regard to the project study.

In May this year, Bee’ah and 
Masdar had announced forming 
the joint venture company, 
the Emirates Waste to Energy 
Company (EWEC), which will focus 
on developing waste-to-energy 
plants across the region.

Its first project is a multi-fuel 
facility to be constructed within 
the site of Bee’ah’s existing waste 
management centre in Sharjah.

Optimising energy efficiency and 
maximising waste diversion from landfills, 
waste-to-energy projects hold great 
potential for the clean energy future of 
the UAE.
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The Senior Management of 
Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority, DEWA, has got 

firsthand experience of the 
progress of work at the Research 
& Development, R&D, Centre, 
at the Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Solar Park, in Seih Al-
Dahal, Dubai as part of a regular 
follow-up of DEWA’s essential 
projects.

Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD 
& CEO, DEWA, was briefed on the 
progress of the R&D Centre, by 
representatives from Stantec 
International; the consulting 
company responsible for design 

and construction of the Centre, 
as well as representatives from 
Reem Capital Contracting, RCC. Al 
Tayer stressed the need to adhere 
to the highest standards of 
security, health and safety, and to 
complete the project according to 
the highest quality standards and 
the project contractual schedule.

“In line with the directives of 
Vice President, Prime Minister 
and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, and in adherence with 
the National Innovation Strategy, 
we are working to enhance the 
excellence and competitiveness 

of the UAE and Dubai, by providing 
the highest quality government 
services. The R&D Centre will 
adopt a strategic perspective to 
keep abreast of scientific and 
research developments in the 
field of renewable energy, and 
will support the objectives of 
the Dubai Clean Energy Strategy 
2050 to diversify energy sources 
and enhance energy efficiency,” he 
noted.

“The Centre aims to support 
DEWA’s vision to promote 
sustainability in energy supply, 
diversify energy sources, and 
create a business environment 

Work progresses 
in full swing at 
Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Solar 
Plant’s R&D 
Centre

Launched in 2014, and scheduled to be completed in 2020, the R&D Centre will 
focus on four key operations: producing electricity using solar energy, integration 
of smart grids, energy efficiency, and water.

Solar Park
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that encourages innovation. It also 
aims to support Dubai’s strategy 
to build a knowledge-based 
economy by improving efficiency 
standards and supporting 
renewable energy initiatives, 
especially the solar energy and 
related initiatives and activities. 

The Centre will contribute to 
strengthening Dubai’s position 
as a global hub, for research and 
development, in the field of solar 
energy, smart grids, and energy 
and water efficiency. It will also 
enhance capacity building in these 
sectors to enable Dubai to meet 
the requirements of sustainable 

development in the emirate. 
We aim to create a platform 
for innovation and creativity 
in renewable energy and clean 
technologies, and we will train our 
national capabilities, to keep up 
with this requirement,” he added.

The R&D Centre was launched 
in 2014, and will focus on four 
key operations. These include 
producing electricity using solar 
energy, integration of smart 
grids, energy efficiency, and 
water. A total of AED 500 million 
is being dedicated towards 
R&D and the Centre will be 
ready in 2020. The R&D Centre 

infrastructure includes indoor 
laboratories, to study and test 
the reliability of systems. The 
outdoor laboratories will conduct 
field tests of techniques and 
tools, which include studies on 
mitigating the effects of dust on 
the performance of solar panels. 
This is part of DEWA’s efforts to 
promote the production of clean 
energy, and reduce operating 
costs.

The Centre includes Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles, UAVs, lab, built 
with 3D-printing technology. 
DEWA is studying the possibility 
of using 3D-printing technology in 

A total of AED 500 million is being 
dedicated towards R&D and the 
Centre will be ready in 2020.
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the development of spare parts, 
to improve the performance 
of UAVs, based on Artificial 
Intelligence in the maintenance 
and operations in its work.

DEWA is also studying the 
possibility of utilising this 
technology, to promote 
innovation and creativity, in 
cooperation with prestigious 
research centres and universities 
around the world. Through 
its R&D initiatives, DEWA is 
utilising 3D printing and additive 
manufacturing, as innovative 
solutions for its internal printing 
operations for non-metallic 
spare parts for equipment. 

This eliminated the lead time 
for procurement, reduce 
costs, extends the lifetime of 

the equipment, and enhances 
innovation at DEWA.

DEWA has signed agreements 
with several national entities, 
institutions, and companies, 
including the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory, NREL, of the 
US Department of Energy, and 
the Spanish National Renewable 
Energy Centre, CENER, in R&D, 
and the latest developments 
in the fields of energy, water 
and the environment. DEWA 
is also collaborating with the 

United Arab Emirates University 
(UAEU), and Khalifa University, 
in the field of joint research and 
studies in renewable energy.

Senior DEWA officials 
accompanying Al Tayer included 
Abdullah Obaidullah, Executive 
Vice President of Water & Civil; 
Jamal Shaheen Al Hammadi, 
Vice President of Special 
Projects; and Mohammed Al 
Shamsi, Vice President of Civil 
Projects Engineering & Water 
Maintenance.
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Al Zorah Nature Reserve in 
Ajman has been officially 
declared as a ‘Wetland of 

International Importance’ under 
the Ramsar Convention, making it 
the seventh site in the UAE on the 
Ramsar List.

The declaration recognises the 
achievements of the UAE in the 
field of nature conservation and 
protection of endangered land 
and marine species. The Ramsar 
Convention, also known as the 
Convention on Wetlands, aims to 
protect wetlands, restore their 
basic ecological functions, and 
develop their economic, cultural 
and scientific role as well as 
recreational value.

Known for its rich and diverse 
ecosystem that includes 

mangroves, sandy beaches, salt 
flats and lagoons, the reserve 
offers a safe haven for 108 
animal species from corals and 
molluscs to fish and birds. 

Providing an ideal environment 
for certain marine species as 
well as native and migratory 
birds, especially during nesting 
season, the wetland site is also a 
highly sought-after destination 
for scientists and researchers to 
conduct field studies.

Abdul Rahman Mohammed 
Al Nuaimi, Director-General 
of Ajman’s Municipality and 
Planning Department, noted 
that the addition of Al Zorah 
Nature Reserve to the Ramsar 
List of Wetlands of International 
Importance is a result of its 

relentless efforts to drive 
sustainability, protect the 
environment, preserve natural 
resources and instill a culture of 
social responsibility across the 
emirate.

Previously listed areas include 
the Abu Dhabi Waterfront 
Reserve and Al Wathba Wetland 
Reserve in Abu Dhabi, the Ras Al 
Khor Wildlife Sanctuary in Dubai, 
the Sir Bu Nair Island Protected 
Area in Sharjah, the Mangrove 
and Alhafeya Protected Area 
in Khor Kalba, and the Wadi 
Wurayah National Park in 
Fujairah. 

Al Zorah Nature Reserve is a 
protected area spanning 195 
hectares around the mouth of the 
one-kilometre-long Ajman Creek.

Ajman’s Al Zorah Nature Reserve designated as ‘Wetland of 
International Importance’
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Dubai Internet City, DIC, and 
Dubai Science Park, DSP, 
have partnered with Uber 

and Averda, in a campaign to 
prevent e-waste from entering 
landfills, avoiding the risk of soil 
and ground water contamination 
through compounds and chemicals 
typically contained in electronic 
waste.

The Ministry of Climate Change 
and Environment welcomed the 
campaign in which Uber carried 
out a total of 60 collection rides, 
which is six times more than the 
previous year, resulting in the 
disposal of nearly two tonnes of 

retired electronics within an 18-
hour window.

On average, a UAE resident 
produces 17.2 kilogrammes of 
e-waste every year. In 2015, this 
amounted to nearly 600,000 
tonnes in the region.

Community members located 
within Dubai Internet City, 
Dubai Science Park, Dubai 
Media City, Dubai Studio City, 
Dubai Knowledge Park, Dubai 
International Academic City, 
and Dubai Outsource City, could 
request an ‘UberRECYCLE’ via 
the Uber app from July 2nd 

to 4th. During this time, Uber 
drivers collected retired phones, 
outdated laptops, printers, 
and other redundant electronic 
devices and transported them to 
Averda, where the materials were 
aggregated and eventually sent to 
recycling plants in the region.

Yousef Al-Ahmad Al Raisi, 
Director of Waste Management 
at MOCCAE, pointed out that a 
video was posted on social media 
in parallel with the campaign, 
in which Dr. Thani bin Ahmed 
Al-Zeyoudi, Minister of Climate 
Change and Environment, 
emphasised that the disposal 

Dubai Internet 
City and Dubai 
Science Park 
collect tonnes of 
e-waste in 18-
hour initiative

Dubai Internet City and Dubai Science Park partnered with Uber and Averda for 
e-waste collection drive with Uber conducting 60 collection rides in 18 hours, 
collecting nearly two tonnes of retired electronics

E-Waste
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of e-waste presents a great 
challenge in today’s rapidly 
changing world.

Dr. Al-Zeyoudi added, “The 
product life cycles of electronics 
is steadily decreasing, and we are 
seeing ever-growing amounts of 
e-waste with adverse effects on 
our environment.”

Commenting on the intitative, 
Ammar Al Malik, Executive 
Director of DIC, said, “At DIC, 
we are committed to making 
our communities greener and 
more sustainable. As the only 
specialised technology business 

community in the region, we are 
dedicated to utilising technology 
to achieve our goals.”

“This partnership provided a 
smart solution for the convenient 
collection and disposal of 
e-waste. A collection of over 
two tonnes in just 18 hours is 
an impressive outcome and we 
look forward to nurturing such 
partnerships and supporting such 
initiatives,” Al Malik added.

Marwan Abdulaziz Janahi, 
Executive Director at DSP, said, 
“We are extremely pleased with 
the amazing results achieved. 

This campaign aligned smartly 
with the government’s sustainable 
development goals as outlined 
by Dubai Plan 2021 to protect 
natural resources and promote 
sustainable consumption, 
particularly amongst our younger 
generations.”

“Our aim is to support Dubai in 
becoming a global green leader by 
nurturing environment, energy and 
waste management businesses. We 
do that by providing the necessary 
infrastructure and facilities. We are 
excited to share that we already 
have similar great projects in our 
pipeline,” he concluded.

On average, a UAE resident 
produces 17.2 kilogrammes 
of e-waste every year.
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The Emirates Nuclear Energy 
Corporation has successfully 
completed cold hydrostatic 

testing, CHT, at Unit 2 at the 
Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant 
located in Al Dhafra Region of Abu 
Dhabi.

The completion of this milestone, 
which concluded approximately 
12 months after the same tests 
were successfully completed 
on Unit 1, demonstrates a 
commitment to achieving the 
highest international quality and 
safety standards, across the 
four units of the Barakah Nuclear 
Energy  Plant.

The CHT verifies that welds, 
joints, pipes and components of 
the reactor coolant system and 
associated high-pressure systems 
are in line with the regulations of 
the Federal Authority for Nuclear 
Regulation, FANR. 

The testing, which is a crucial step 
in preparing the Unit 2 for nuclear 
operation, was preceded by the 
integrated flushing of the Unit’s 
Nuclear Steam Supply Systems, 
NSSS.

“Achieving CHT for Unit 2 is 
of great significance to the 
Barakah project,” said Mohamed 

Al Hammadi, ENEC CEO. “As the 
delivery of the four nuclear units 
progresses, we ensure that all of 
the organisations working on the 
Barakah plant, the biggest nuclear 
construction project in the world, 
continuously look to improve 
the delivery of our programme 
through our acquired knowledge 
from preceding tests, units and 
works, making our project more 
quality and safety driven, as well 
as efficient.”

“For Unit 2, the completion of 
CHT means that the second unit 
is closer to achieving its goal of 
enhancing energy security for the 

Barakah Nuclear 
Energy Plant 
successfully passes 
cold hydrostatic 
testing

Since its inception in 2009, ENEC has focused on the safe delivery of the UAE’s 
Peaceful Nuclear Energy Programme and the establishment of a nuclear energy 
industry and sector in the UAE.

Nuclear Energy
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UAE , as well as its environmental 
sustainability by supplying the 
UAE with electricity produced 
with near-zero CO2 emissions,” 
said Mohamed Al Hammadi. 

“ENEC and the UAE Peaceful 
Nuclear Energy Programme are 
an investment in the nation’s 
energy future as well as an engine 
of growth for the UAE economy 
in line with Abu Dhabi Economic 
Vision 2030. Through the 
provision of clean, efficient and 
reliable energy and the creation 
of high-value jobs in parallel 
industries, the UAE peaceful 
nuclear energy sector ensures 

continued prosperity for the 
nation,” Al Hammadi concluded.

Preceding the commencement of 
CHT, the Unit’s NSSS were flushed 
with demineralised water before 
the Reactor Pressure Vessel Head 
and Reactor Coolant Pump Seals 
were installed.

Following the installation of 
the seals, CHT began with 
previously processed water filling 
the primary circuit and being 
circulated by the reactor coolant 
pumps. The pumps will help to 
maintain the required operating 
temperature inside the reactor 

during operations.

Inspection teams from Korea 
Electric Power Corporation, 
KEPCO, Korea Hydro and Nuclear 
Power, KHNP, and the Federal 
Authority for Nuclear Regulation, 
FANR, along with ENEC and Nawah 
Energy Company commissioning 
oversight and quality surveillance 
personnel, performed detailed 
system inspections, verifying that 
all components and piping systems 
functioned as originally designed. 
Following the inspections and 
a review of the collected data, 
CHT was declared successfully 
completed.

Construction of Unit 2 commenced 
in 2013, and now is over 85 percent 
completed.
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The UAE Federal National 
Council, FNC, Parliamentary 
Division has participated 

in the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union, IPU, Middle East Affairs 
Commission meeting in Geneva, 
held on 6th and 7th July, to 
discuss ways of promoting 
the role of parliaments in 
implementing sustainable 
development goals related to 
water issues.

The FNC Parliamentary Division 
was represented by Ali Jassim, 
Member of the FNC and Chairman 
of the IPU Group, at the second 
roundtable discussion that 

was held during the meeting, to 
discuss sustainable development 
goals related to water issues on 
international and regional levels. 

The discussion also touched 
upon the consequences of not 
implementing such sustainable 
development goals, the current 
international situation to 
water issues, and suggestions 
on how to promote the role of 
parliamentarians in implementing 
these goals.

The FNC Parliamentary Division 
stressed that the FNC is willing 
to discuss the idea of a water 

Idea of a water 
parliamentary 
network put 
forward at Geneva 
meet

FNC participates in IPU Middle East Affairs Commission meeting to discuss 
sustainable development goals related to water issues on international and 
regional levels.

Issues
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which indicates the strong 
probability of future water 
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parliamentary network, which 
was raised during the meeting 
when information on its budget 
became available and was sent to 
the IPU General Secretariat for 
member parliaments to approve 
the proposal.

Mr. Jassim said that the 
FNC Parliamentary Division 
gave a presentation on 
the role of parliaments in 
implementing water-related 
sustainable development 
goals, which included several 
recommendations and strategies 
to contribute in controlling the 
use of water, and addressing the 

problem of water scarcity in many 
regions around the world.

He also highlighted the UAE’s 
unique experience while noting 
that it implemented many 
projects, including “UAE Water 
Aid” that helped over eight million 
people in 19 countries until April 
2016.

He also spoke about various 
UAE initiatives to address the 
issues of water scarcity and clean 
drinking water in many countries, 
including the launch of a million-
dollar reward to find permanent 
solutions to the lack of water, as 

well as research on the production 
of clean water using solar energy.

The FNC member added that the 
UAE has launched the idea of 
the World Water Summit, under 
the patronage of the Abu Dhabi 
Future Energy Company, Masdar, 
to discuss various water-related 
issues on an annual basis.

The UAE has also conducted 
experiments to develop 
local agriculture to suit 
its environment, as well as 
constructed large dams to store 
rain water and used cloud seeding 
technology, he concluded.

The agenda at the meeting focused on 
several issues of global importance 
such as water management, sustainable 
development and climate change.
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Bee’ah, the Middle East’s 
leading environmental 
energy and waste 

management company has signed 
a major agreement with Foster 
+ Partners, one of the world’s 
most innovative architecture and 
integrated design practices, on 
3rd July, 2017, for the innovative 
transformation of its waste site.

After emerging as the winner of 
a competitive tender process, 
the agreement will see the 
British firm create a masterplan 
for the redevelopment of what 
is currently Sharjah’s principal 
landfill site at Bee’ah’s own Waste 

Management Centre.

 The Centre is located in the Al 
Saj’ah district of Sharjah and 
houses recovery and recycling 
facilities that are among the 
largest and most sophisticated 
in the world. Managed by a team 
of international, industry-leading 
experts, additional facilities 
will be added to the Centre in 
the future to further recycle the 
received material.

 Foster + Partners’ plans are 
being drawn up in anticipation of 
Bee’ah’s landfill site becoming 
redundant, which will happen 

once the city reaches its ‘zero 
waste to landfill’ target in 2020. 
In London to sign the agreement, 
His Excellency Salim Al Owais, 
Chairman of Bee’ah expressed 
high delight that the company 
would be working with such a 
renowned partner. “It gives us 
great pleasure to be signing 
this important agreement with 
Foster + Partners. In doing so 
Bee’ah is once again forming a 
partnership with a global leader 
in its field and a company that 
shares our commitment to making 
the world a cleaner, healthier and 
more attractive place for future 
generations to enjoy.

Major landfill site 
to be transformed 
into Sustainable 
Innovation Hub in 
Sharjah

Bee’ah and Foster + Partners ink deal for innovative transformation of waste site 
in Sharjah.

Sustainability
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 “The agreement is also a clear 
demonstration of how we do not 
consider it sufficient simply to 
meet our zero waste to landfill 
target. We seek to go further 
by redeveloping the location in 
order to show others just how, 
having transformed their waste 
management practices, they too 
can utilise former landfill sites in 
an environmentally sustainable 
way, adding value to them for the 
benefit of their economy.”  

 The prospect of Sharjah reaching 
its historic zero waste to landfill 
target has been brought much 
closer through the recent 

groundbreaking for a state of the 
art waste-to-energy plant which 
is now under construction at the 
Waste Management Centre.

 That project, being implemented 
by the Bee’ah and Masdar JV 
Emirates Waste to Energy 
Company (EWEC), is just the first 
of a number of similar facilities 
planned for construction in the 
region by Bee’ah.

 The existing landfill site, 
situated on a plot adjacent to 
the company’s headquarters, 
will be transformed in a project 
which, while yet to be publicly 

announced, will reflect Bee’ah’s 
vision of a world in which clean 
energy is generated sustainably 
and utilised both sparingly 
and efficiently by employing 
innovative technology. Indeed, 
the reuse of the site is in itself 
an illustration of how Bee’ah has 
adopted and is implementing the 
model of a circular economy. 

Through this model Sharjah’s 
resources are retained by the 
community via waste diversion, 
reclamation, and recycling, 
creating both jobs and materials 
from which society directly 
benefits.

Bee’ah, the leading environmental 
company in the UAE, has ambitious 
plans above and beyond its zero waste 
to landfill target.
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His Excellency Khaled Al 
Huraimel, Group CEO of Bee’ah 
highlighted the significance of 
the project in the company’s 
development as a major player in 
what is an increasingly important 
industry sector. “The masterplan 
which will be developed by 
Foster + Partners will come to 
fruition as a direct result of 
Sharjah vigorously pursuing its 
target of becoming the first 
city in the Middle East to send 
zero waste to landfill. We are 
proud of the part we are playing 
in the creation of a sustainable 
and circular economy in Sharjah 
that has resource efficiency and 
environmental responsibility at 
its heart.

“Through strategic partnerships 
with some of the world’s 

most innovative, creative and 
forward-thinking companies 
such as Foster + Partners we are 
confident that we can apply this 
approach elsewhere, bringing 
sustainable development in new 
markets and promoting a circular 
economy in communities that 
are ready and willing to commit 
to resource recovery. In this 
way, we will play a substantial 
role, regionally and globally, in 
accelerating the pace of change 
as we move towards a more 
sustainable future.”

Bee’ah was established in 
2007 to tackle the region’s 
environmental challenges in 
accordance with the vision of His 
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin 
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member 
of the Supreme Council and Ruler 

of Sharjah, around sustainable 
development. In the intervening 
ten years the company has 
grown rapidly to establish itself 
as the leader in environmental 
management regionally while 
developing an increasingly 
important profile on the global 
stage.
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The General Secretariat of 
the Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm 

and Agricultural Innovation 
participated in the Workshop on 
Globally Important Agricultural 
Heritage Systems, which was 
held in the Italian capital, Rome. 

The workshop was attended 
by representatives of seven 
countries, including the UAE, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Egypt, 
Japan and China.

Dr. Abdul Wahab Zayed, 
Secretary-General of the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm 
and Agricultural Innovation, said 
that the Award’s participation 
is part of the role of its General 
Secretariat, as the representative 
of GIAHS in the UAE.

He added that the UAE’s agenda 
demonstrated the efforts of 
all its specialised authorities, 
including the Abu Dhabi Tourism 
and Culture Authority, the 
Cultural Programmes and 
Heritage Festivals Committee 
-Abu Dhabi, Al Dhafra 
Municipality, Al Ain Municipality 
and the General Secretariat 
of the Award, in preserving 
the humanitarian agricultural 
heritage of the oases of Liwa in 
the Western Region and Al Ain in 
the Eastern Region of Abu Dhabi.

Dr. Zayed clarified that these 
efforts included improving the 
preservation of the selected 
sites, by implementing various 
preparations included in their 
work plan, spreading their 
acquired knowledge and learning 

about how to effectively 
manage local resources, as well 
as preserving the sustainable 
agriculture of the oasis.

He pointed out that the workshop 
aimed to exchange their 
combined expertise, to execute 
effective preparations in the 
work plan between the locations 
of the Global Environment 
Monitoring System, and develop 
the monitoring process based on 
this system.

UAE participates in Workshop on Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems in Rome
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Al Ghurair, the UAE-based 
industrial conglomerate, 
is registering substantial 

savings in power consumption 
and slashing an estimate of 10% 
to 30% of its carbon emissions 
through its various environmental 
sustainability initiatives.

These significant reductions in 
both consumption and carbon 
footprint are achieved by 
ideating a number of eco-friendly 
programs and implementing 
them through the day-to-day 
operations of Al Ghurair’s diverse 
business units. “Al Ghurair puts 
great importance on community 

and accountability as part 
of our corporate values. Our 
sustainability initiatives allow us 
to develop our businesses without 
harming the environment and 
the people living in it,” Mr. Samer 
Alhaj, Group CEO, commented.

Al Ghurair’s switch to Light 
Emitting Diode (LED) lighting 
systems across a number of 
its hospitality, commercial 
and retail properties reduced 
power consumption by 9% from 
2014 to 2016, amounting to 1.6 
million kW hours saved, which is 
equivalent to the average energy 
consumption of 54 households or 

173 cars. With a total of 11,747 
lamps replaced with power-
efficient technology, the group 
has cut its carbon emissions by 
811,004 kilograms.

In the construction division, the 
sewage treatment plant set up in 
the Al Ghurair Readymix factory 
provides clean water supply while 
reducing energy consumption 
by more than 30%, a staggering 
amount considering the plants’ 
annual production volume of 1.8 
million cubic metres of concrete. 

Al Ghurair Construction is also 
responsible for the introduction 

Sustainability 
initiatives at Al 
Ghurair lead 
to substantial 
power and 
carbon footprint 
reductions  

Efficient LED lighting systems cut consumption by 1.6 million kW hours and 
emissions by 811,000 kilograms while also achieving estimated 10% - 30% 
reduction in carbon footprint through multi-industry programs.

Sustainability
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of the Mashrabiya aluminium 
sheet in the regional market. 

This special type of construction 
material reacts to heat and 
helps reduce the primary energy 
consumption of a building, 
allowing Al Ghurair clients to also 
reap the long-term environmental 
and financial benefits of eco-
sustainable technologies.

Another upcoming initiative under 
the Al Ghurair umbrella is due to 
be implemented in the Resources 
arm of the group, a key player in 
the Middle East’s commodities 
sector that operates in trade and 

processing of agricultural goods, 
including grains, oils and proteins. 

Al Ghurair Resources is 
developing a cogeneration power 
plant, which will help reduce 
the firm’s carbon footprint and 
operating costs by 30%.

Beyond the UAE, Al Ghurair is also 
making strides in Riyadh with the 
Skywalk concept, implemented 
throughout the King Abdullah 
Financial District.

By connecting buildings with 
climate-controlled link bridges 
called Skywalks in a densely-

populated business district, Al 
Ghurair Construction reduces the 
use of vehicles in the area and 
encourages people to travel on 
foot, giving multiple benefits such 
as easing vehicular congestion 
and reducing carbon emissions 
from cars. 

“Be it waste minimisation, eco-
friendly LED lighting or the 
use of more efficient chillers, 
we are continually seeking out 
ecologically conscious initiatives 
across our businesses in line with 
the UAE Vision 2021 to build a 
green economy for sustainable 
development,” he added.

Beyond the UAE, Al Ghurair is also 
making strides in Riyadh with the 
Skywalk concept, implemented 
throughout the King Abdullah Financial 
District.
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The Abu Dhabi Global 
Environmental Data 
Initiative (AGEDI) hosted 

the second annual meeting of the 
International Partnership for Blue 
Carbon in the UAE capital from 
11th to 13th July, 2017.

Announced at COP21 in 
2015 by the Government of 
Australia, the partnership is a 
consortium of governments, 
non-profit organisations, and 
intergovernmental agencies 
who equip policy-makers with 
actionable information and 
knowledge of coastal blue carbon 
ecosystems (mangrove, tidal 

marsh and seagrass) for climate 
change mitigation as well as 
securing social, economic and 
environmental outcomes.

Improved management of these 
ecosystems can enhance food 
security, secure livelihoods, 
increase resilience and contribute 
to delivering Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) 
through carbon sequestration 
and adaptation. The partnership 
aims to protect and restore 
coastal blue carbon ecosystems 
by building awareness, sharing 
knowledge and accelerating 
practical action.

“The UAE is taking the lead on 
researching its rich coastal 
blue carbon ecosystems. We 
have about 14,000 hectares 
of mangroves, extensive salt 
marshes and seagrass meadows 
supporting globally significant 
populations of dugongs” said 
Ahmed Baharoon, AGEDI’s 
Acting Director. “AGEDI with 
support from the Environment 
Agency – Abu Dhabi (EAD) and 
in partnership with the UAE’s 
Ministry of Climate Change 
& Environment (MoCCaE) are 
committed to pursuing national, 
regional and global goals to 
ensure blue carbon science is at 

Members of the 
International 
Partnership for 
Blue Carbon 
discuss future 
direction

At its second annual meeting, Members of the International Partnership for 
Blue Carbon highlight the importance of conserving and protecting blue carbon 
ecosystems.

Conference
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the forefront of the international 
effort for natural climate 
change mitigation. Our role in 
the International Partnership 
for Blue Carbon is a sign of this 
commitment.”

The second annual meeting 
involved policy and technical 
discussions from mitigation and 
adaptation perspectives. It took 
stock of the international state 
of play on blue carbon science, 
policy and on-ground activities, 
discussed advancements in 
international policy frameworks 
relevant to blue carbon and 
looked at innovative financing 

avenues available to implement 
activities more effectively. 
Attendees included members 
from international organisations, 
government representatives as 
well as participants from the 
private sector and NGOs. 

Engineer Muna Omran Majed 
Al Shamsi, Acting Director, 
Biodiversity Department, MoCCaE, 
said: “In the UAE, we have been 
working extensively in marine 
resource conservation, sustainable 
fisheries, aquaculture and research 
and development. One focus area 
has been the protection of our blue 
carbon ecosystems. 

“We have been working hard with 
EAD, AGEDI and other relevant 
entities to assess the carbon 
reserves that these systems hold. 
These studies have helped us 
identify carbon stocks that are 
extremely valuable, and reinforce 
the importance of appropriate 
conservation measures to protect 
the blue carbon ecosystems. We 
know that, if destroyed, these 
ecosystems will contribute to 
global warming. For example, 
it takes four decades for newly 
planted mangroves to mature 
and sequester the same amount 
of carbon as mature mangrove 
forests. 

The Blue Carbon partnership aims to 
protect and restore coastal blue carbon 
ecosystems by building awareness, 
sharing knowledge and accelerating 
practical action.
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The Water, Energy, Technology 
and Environment Exhibition, 
WETEX, 2017, is an annual 

opportunity for regional and 
international organisations, 
institutions, and companies 
specialising in energy, water and 
the environment, to show their 
green solutions and products.

The expo, organised by Dubai 
Electricity and Water Authority, 
DEWA, under the directives of 
Vice President, Prime Minister 
and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, and under the 
patronage of H.H. Sheikh Hamdan 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy 
Ruler of Dubai and Minister of 
Finance and President of DEWA, 
has cemented its position as 
one of the largest specialised 
exhibitions in the world.

For the fourth consecutive year, 
WETEX 2017 will be organised 
under the umbrella of Green Week, 
as it coincides with the second 
Dubai Solar Show, and the fourth 
World Green Economy Summit 
2017, with over 80 speakers 
from around the world on various 
aspects of green economy, smart 
cities and innovation. The three-
day exhibition will be held from 

23-25 October, 2017, at the Dubai 
International Convention and 
Exhibition Centre.

WETEX has developed rapidly 
since its launch in 1999 as an 
exhibition of water management 
technologies. The energy sector 
was added in 2001. In 2004, 
DEWA expanded the sector to 
include environmental and waste 
management, green buildings, 
and carbon dioxide reduction 
solutions in 2008. In 2012, oil, 
gas and coal were added to the 
exhibition’s fossil fuel sector. This 
was followed by the addition of 
the Dubai Solar Show, in 2016, as 

WETEX 2017 to 
showcase clean 
and renewable 
energy solutions 
and technologies

Many of the technologies will be unveiled for the first time at WETEX 2017, 
especially in renewable energy, water, sustainability and rationalisation.

Exhibition
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the biggest solar exhibition in the 
region.

WETEX includes a range 
of activities related to the 
consumption of water, energy, 
and environmental conservation, 
waste management, green 
buildings, as well as the latest 
cutting-edge solutions to lower 
carbon dioxide emissions. The 
exhibition provides an ideal 
business platform to display 
advanced water, energy and 
environmental technologies. It 
is a meeting point for experts, 
solution providers and investors, 
as well as decision makers and 

consumers from the public and 
private sectors.

“The exhibition adheres to the 
clear vision of the concept of 
sustainable development, laid 
out by His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, who in 2015 launched 
the Dubai Clean Energy Strategy 
2050, to provide 7 percent 
of Dubai’s total power output 
from clean energy by 2020, 25 
percent by 2030, and 75 percent 
by 2050. WETEX serves as a 
leading platform for regional and 
global experiences, overviews of 
disruptive technologies, cutting-

edge technologies for energy and 
water conservation, clean energy 
research and development, and 
applications to help transform 
Dubai into a global hub for clean 
energy and green economy,” said 
Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD 
& CEO of DEWA, and Founder and 
Chairman of WETEX.

The three-day exhibition will be held 
from 23-25 October, 2017, at the Dubai 
International Convention and Exhibition 
Centre.
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The Abu Dhabi Food Control 
Authority, ADFCA, has 
implemented a package of 

water sustainability initiatives to 
ensure best utilisation of water 
resources in the agricultural 
sector. Tremendous efforts 
are being made in this regard 
to rationalise the consumption 
of water in agriculture, as local 
studies indicate that the sector 
consumes around 70 percent of 
the annual water budget, being 
therefore the country’s largest 
consumer of water.

The best and wise use of water 
resources has been always 

a matter of high concern 
before ADFCA and it has spent 
considerable amount of time and 
effort to tackle the challenges 
rising in the agriculture sector 
of the emirate pertaining the 
subject.

It has come up with a variety 
of solutions from concepts to 
projects to ensure that resources 
are well protected preserved 
focusing on rational and wise 
use of water to optimized 
productivity in the sector. There 
are a number of initiatives to the 
credit of ADFCA implemented 
to reduce water wastage in 

agriculture, exploring sustainable 
water resources for farming and 
imparting awareness among 
farmers about importance of 
water and the need to keep the 
water resources in the emirate 
sustainable.

One of the most important 
initiatives implemented by ADFCA 
on this score is the “Project 
to study Water consumption 
Levels in the Farms”. Focusing on 
the water scarcity the country 
experiencing in general and 
the pressing need to develop 
programs to check the over 
use of water in the agricultural 

Efficient initiatives 
to ensure 
sustainable use of 
water resources: 
Report

A number of initiatives have been undertaken by ADFCA aimed at reducing water 
wastage in agriculture, exploring sustainable water resources for farming and 
imparting awareness about the need to keep the water resources in the emirate 
sustainable.

Report
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farms, the project attempted to 
study the current actual water 
consumption levels in various 
farms in the emirate. 

As part of the project, 200 
agricultural farms were selected 
from across the emirate where 
water meters established after 
being categorized in to three 
sections considering the crops 
they yield.

The first section included farms 
that cultivating vegetables, palms 
and fodder while the second 
section comprised only the palm 
and fodder farms. In the third 

section farms that are exclusively 
cultivating palm trees were 
entered.

The second project launched 
in this regard is a one to study 
the use of treated waste water 
for irrigating farm lands in the 
emirate.

As part of the project, some 143 
farms were given treated waste 
water for irrigational purpose and 
after the study it was revealed 
that this kind of water can be 
used for all type of crops and 
that the method is falling under 
what UN and FAO describe as the 

Alternative Form of Irrigation. 
The study also brought into the 
light that the yields from the 
farms irrigated with treated 
waste water is fit for human 
consumption.

ADFCA has also introduced a 
project which mainly focused 
on implementing GLOBAL GAP 
specifications, an international 
set of criteria to improve the 
agricultural practices throughout 
the production chain. So far 
GLOBAL GAP specifications were 
applied in 110 farms in Abu Dhabi 
and a total of 110 farmers were 
awarded with the certificates.

The agriculture sector is the largest 
consumer of water in the UAE, 
consuming about 70% of the annual 
UAE water budget.
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The authority is working as well 
on adopting new highly efficient 
technologies in the use of water 
irrigation especially technologies 
for greenhouse agriculture, 
aquaculture and agriculture in 
alternatives soils. For this, a 
partnership has been contracted 
with the Environment Agency 
- Abu Dhabi to create a center 
for greenhouse agriculture for 
ADFCA agricultural Research 
center in Al Ain.

The aim of this center is to 
transfer, adapt and test the 
latest farming techniques and 
agriculture in protected soil 
substitutes “closed system” 
and compare it with normal 
farming techniques protected 
and medium-modernity. This 
system is considered to be one 

of the best and most efficient 
techniques for water use in 
agriculture, where productivity of 
tomatoes increases, for example, 
about 80 kg / m 2 spins and re-
uses water irrigation by 95%.

The center will provide accurate 
and reliable information on the 
private and protected farming 
techniques with respect to 
efficiency in the exploitation of 
water irrigation and economic as 
well as environmental viability.

For raising awareness among 
the public, especially amidst 
farmers, on the best use of water 
resources, ADFCA has organized 
a number of workshops and 
lectures collaborating with other 
competent agencies and groups. 
SMS campaigning, direct field 
visits and campaigning through 
conferences and exhibitions 
were also in the list of activities 
designed to impart awareness 
about the pressing need of the 
time, best and wise use of water.
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Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority (DEWA) has 
launched a web application 

to help users decide to install 
photovoltaic panels on their 
rooftops and generate solar 
power energy, as part of efforts 
to support and engage Dubai 
residents to reduce the emirate’s 
carbon footprint.

The ‘Shams Dubai Calculator’ 
is designed to allow DEWA 
customers produce solar power 
energy under the Shams Dubai 
initiative. Using their account 
number only, customers will be 
able to identify their building’s 
locations and rooftops through 
an interactive map, measure the 
usable area, number of panels, 
and their total capacity on a 
monthly or annual basis. The 

tools will allow customers to 
map out specific areas without 
the need to calculate the whole 
rooftop usable area.

Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, MD 
& CEO of DEWA, pointed out 
that the app aims to encourage 
customers to install solar panels 
in order to generate clean 
electricity, save money through 
low electricity bills, and increase 
the value of their property.

“This contributes to reducing 
carbon emissions and preserving 
the environment through clean 
energy production,” he said.

Residents urged to limit 
electricity usage from 12 to 6pm
Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority, DEWA, is urging 

consumers to limit their use 
of electrical appliances during 
peak-load hours from 12 noon 
to 18:00 every day during the 
summer months.

The appeal comes as part of 
DEWA’s annual campaign dubbed, 
“Let’s Make this Summer Green”, 
which aims to boost awareness 
about the importance of 
adopting sustainable practices 
and rational consumption to 
preserve natural resources and 
reduce Dubai’s carbon footprint. 

The campaign incorporates tips 
to reduce energy use during the 
summer, when energy demand is 
higher, especially during peak-
load hours, which results in 
increased energy production and 
use of more fuel.

Electricity authority launches web application for solar energy 
panels
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The Emirates Wildlife Society 
in association with WWF 
(EWS-WWF) recently 

announced the relocation of its 
offices to The Sustainable City 
(TSC) in Dubai, UAE.

This latest development comes as 
part of EWS-WWF’s collaborative 
partnership with Diamond 
Developers, when the two joined 
forces last year in an effort to 
help reduce Green House Gas 
(GHG) emissions and promote 
greater uptake of renewable 
energy across the nation and 
wider region. The Sustainable City 
(TSC) was designed by Diamond 

Developers with several low 
carbon and sustainable features 
- such as solar roof top panels, 
energy efficient appliances, water 
efficient fixtures, and urban 
farming. 

TSC aims to set a new benchmark 
for the development of a 
sustainable community in a desert 
environment. The strategic three-
year partnership between EWS-
WWF and Diamond Developers 
was established with three 
relevant components: to support 
EWS-WWF’s renewable energy 
project ‘UAE Renewable Energy – 
Targets and Beyond’; to conduct 

a GHG assessment of TSC’s 
overall carbon footprint; and to 
implement a transfer of EWS-
WWF’s Dubai office to TSC.

Laila Mostafa Abdullatif, Director 
General of EWS-WWF, said: “Our 
new location is both symbolically 
important, as well as measurably 
beneficial as it will amount to a 
reduced carbon footprint of our 
operations in the long-run. 

This partnership will enable 
the two of us to identify best 
practices for sustainable living, 
and to demonstrate how a low-
carbon business model can be 

EWS-WWF 
implements key 
step in strategic 
partnership 
with Dubai’s 
‘Sustainable City’

The Emirates Wildlife Society relocates its offices to The Sustainable City (TSC) 
in Dubai as part of its efforts to promote energy efficiency and greater renewable 
energy uptake.

Partnership
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a transformational element for 
real estate development in the 
UAE, both of which positively 
contribute to more diversified 
national economic growth.”

EWS-WWF is supporting Diamond 
Developers in assessing the GHG 
performance of TSC, as well as 
assisting with the monitoring and 
reporting of the GHG emissions. 

The first carbon footprint report 
will cover the operation of TSC 
for the calendar year 2017 and is 
expected to be published during 
the first quarter of 2018. EWS-
WWF and TSC have also begun 

organising and hosting community 
events to raise awareness 
among residents on sustainable 
lifestyles, with the first event 
having recently been held on June 
5th, 2017, on the occasion of 
World Environment Day. 

Abdullatif added: “Our 
collaboration with Diamond 
Developers has been an excellent 
reflection of EWS-WWF’s vision 
to work with public and private 
partners in order to help drive 
progress towards the UAE Energy 
Plan 2050.”

The project that Diamond 

Developers is supporting EWS-
WWF on ‘UAE Renewable Energy 
– Targets and Beyond’ project, 
assesses what policies the UAE 
will need to put in place to achieve 
its 44% renewable energy target, 
and hence will support the country 
on its journey towards a low-
carbon future.

Throughout this project, EWS-
WWF is looking to work closely 
with other entities; including 
energy authorities, utilities, the 
private sector and innovative 
leaders, to create relevant and 
robust solutions and policies for 
the nation.

The Sustainable City aims to set a new 
benchmark for the development of 
a sustainable community in a desert 
environment.
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Philips Lighting, a global 
leader in lighting, has 
announced the purchase of 

traceable renewable electricity 
from Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority’s (DEWA) Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park 
in Dubai. Through collaboration 
with ECOHZ, Philips Lighting 
is the first major international 
company to secure its renewable 
energy consumption in the Gulf 
region using the pioneering 
International REC Standard.

I-REC is a global standard for 
documenting renewable energy 
consumption used in regions 

where no similar documentation 
scheme exists. It is available in 
a growing number of countries 
and meets the robust criteria 
from RE100 - The Climate Group 
and CDP’s global initiative for 
influential businesses committed 
to 100% renewable power.

This latest step adds to the 
growing number of Philips 
Lighting operations fully powered 
by renewable electricity, living 
up to the commitments outlined 
in the company’s sustainability 
vision: Brighter Lives, Better 
World. This includes ambitious 
targets to be carbon neutral by 

2020, and use only electricity 
coming from renewable sources in 
that same year. 

“If we look around us, we see an 
ever increasing need for more 
energy. Through the sales of 
our energy-efficient lighting, 
we contribute to reducing 
lighting’s share of all global 
electricity consumption from 
the current 15% level to 8% in 
2030. However, this alone is not 
enough. To keep our planet on 
course with the Paris agreement 
to mitigate climate change, we 
must fully switch to renewable 
sources of electricity. Partnering 

Philips Lighting 
sources 
electricity through 
renewable energy 
certificates in the 
Gulf region 

Philips Lighting is purchasing “traceable renewable electricity” from the Dubai 
Electricity and Water Authority’s Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park.

Renewables
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with ECOHZ enables us to keep 
to our part in this fiduciary 
duty,” says Nicola Kimm, Head 
of Sustainability, Environment, 
Health & Safety at Philips 
Lighting.

“Currently, around 1% of 
electricity in the Gulf region 
is generated from renewable 
sources. Looking at the great 
interest in renewable energy from 
multinationals operating in the 
region, this is not enough. Philips 
Lighting is taking a bold first step 
and is a great example of how 
corporate action can show this 
demand for traceable, credible 

renewable electricity,” says Tom 
Lindberg, Managing Director at 
ECOHZ.

Philips Lighting is one of the 96 
influential companies committed 
to 100% renewable power and is 
a member of the collaborative, 
global RE100 initiative.

“It is inspiring to see Philips 
Lighting working to source 
renewables in an oil dominated 
market. Going 100% renewable 
makes business sense, and 
solutions are available – wherever 
operations are based. Together, 
RE100 members are creating 

change, and accelerating progress 
to a low carbon economy,” says 
Sam Kimmins, Head of RE100 at 
The Climate Group.

The renewable energy certificates 
will be issued by the Dubai Carbon 
Centre of Excellence (Dubai 
Carbon) that has recently been 
appointed as the local I-REC 
issuer for the UAE.

The I-REC secretariat is working 
together with the I-REC Standard 
board and Dubai Carbon to 
ensure the I-REC Standard is 
implemented in the UAE in a 
reliable and transparent manner.

Philips Lighting is one of the 96 
influential companies committed 
to 100% renewable power and is a 
member of the collaborative, global 
RE100 initiative.

c r e a t i n g  g r e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w



44

Dubai Municipality’s Waste 
Management Department 
has collected two tons of 

recyclable materials within 15 
days of the “Recover the Value of 
Your Waste” initiative launched 
at the Emirates Cooperative 
Society during the holy month 
of Ramadan. More than 520 free 
food bags were distributed to 
participants. 

The initiative was aimed at 
establishing a culture of sorting 
the waste from its source and 
classifying it as per its value 
and enhancing the level of 
environmental awareness among 
the public. Dubai Municipality 
had launched this unique 
community initiative to raise 
awareness about the importance 
of waste minimization through 

proper sorting of recyclable 
materials as this phase is 
important because it reduces 
pollution, conserves resources 
and diverts the bulk of waste 
from landfill. 

Public were asked to go to the 
Emirates Cooperative Society 
in Al Tawar 3 to hand over 
recyclable materials at the 
designated site and then receive 
the value of the waste. 

 According to Eng. Talib Julfar, 
Assistant Director General 
of Dubai Municipality for 
Environment and Public Health 
Services Sector, “This initiative 
activates the community 
participation and helps 
personality development, which 
enhances social responsibility 

and thus achieving sustainable 
development, especially with 
the participation of a number of 
private sector companies such 
as Emirates Cooperative Society, 
Alpha Emirates and Al Ghurair 
Foods to volunteer to contribute 
to this initiative.”

“The Waste Management 
Department staff and a 
number of volunteers from 
the participating companies 
made the public aware of the 
importance of contributing to 
the sorting of waste and the 
commitment to cleanliness and 
environmental safety, so that 
this commitment becomes a 
behavioral pattern in every day 
life,” said Eng. Abdulmajeed Sifai, 
Director of Waste Management 
Department. 

Launch of “Recover the Value of Your Waste” initiative gener-
ates two tons of recyclable materials
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In line with the #Year_of_Giving” 
initiative, the Ministry 
of Climate Change and 

Environment, MoCCaE, has 
overseen the spraying of 26,000 
palm trees affected by the dust 
spider in the northern, central and 
eastern regions of the country.

The ministry also facilitated 
1,000 litres of the organic 
insecticide in cooperation with 
Swaidan Trading Company.

Sultan bin Alwan Al Habsi, 
Assistant Under-Secretary for 
Regions at the Ministry, said 
that the initiative is part of the 
ministry’s efforts to preserve 
the local palm trees and ensure 
that their fruits are consumed in 
a healthy and safe manner. The 
exercise is in line with ministry’s 

“Nakheelna” initiative launched 
across agricultural areas in the 
selected regions.

Al Habsi explained that through 
applying the principles of 
Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM), the “Nakheelna” initiative 
is mainly aimed at reducing 
infection in palm trees to 1.5 
percent by end of this year. 

It includes a complete range 
of processes and measures 
to control insect pests, such 
as spraying palm trees with 
pesticides, installing and 
maintaining photovoltaic 
traps, treating infected trees, 
intensifying efforts to educate 
and train farmers and build their 
capacities in palm tree farming, 
based on innovative solutions 

and the latest systems and 
techniques in this field.

As part of its efforts to support 
farmers and develop local 
agriculture, Al Habsi stated that 
the ministry provides farmers 
with agricultural needs and 
requirements at half the price. 

These include fertilizers, 
pesticides and seeds, as well as 
organic farming supplies such as 
irrigation pipes, pumps and soil 
testing equipment, in addition to 
the Mawroothna card, which was 
launched to grant farmers and 
fishermen benefits.

These efforts have led to an 
increase in aquatic agriculture by 
37.5 percent over the past three 
years.

Ministry of Climate Change and Environment oversees spraying 
of 26,000 palm trees affected by dust spider
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Coastal mangroves are 
among the most imperiled 
ecosystems on earth, with 

current estimates indicating that 
up to 67 per cent have been lost 
to date, according to the United 
Nations science wing.

“The stakes are high, because 
mangrove ecosystems provide 
benefits and services that are 
essential for life,” said Irina 
Bokova, Director-General of the 
UN Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
in a message on the International 
Day for the Conservation of the 
Mangrove Ecosystem.

“From advancing food security, 
sustaining fisheries and forest 
products and offering protection 
from storms, tsunamis and sea 
level rise to preventing shoreline 
erosion, regulating coastal water 
quality and providing habitats for 
endangered marine species – the 
list is long on the importance of 
mangrove ecosystems,” she added.

UNESCO shined a spotlight their 
unique role in sequestering and 
storing significant amounts 
of coastal blue carbon from 
the atmosphere and ocean – 
crucial for mitigating climate 
change. While healthy mangrove 

ecosystems are vital, Ms. Bokova 
pointed out that “nearly all 
unprotected mangroves could 
perish over the next 100 years.”

Through its ‘Man and the 
Biosphere Programme,’ its 
International Hydrological 
Programme, its Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission 
and the Local and Indigenous 
Knowledge Systems Programme, 
UNESCO is drawing on all of its 
strengths to protect mangrove 
ecosystems.

“This action reaches across the 
world, from the Bosque de Paz 

UN shines spotlight 
on threatened 
coastal mangrove 
ecosystems

On the occasion of International Day for the Conservation of the Mangrove 
Ecosystem, celebrated on July 26 annually, the UN draws attention to the fact that 
coastal mangroves are among the most threatened ecosystems on earth.

Cover Story
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transboundary biosphere reserve 
in Ecuador and Peru, and the Delta 
de Saloum Biosphere Reserve in 
Senegal to the Langkawi UNESCO 
Global Geopark in Malaysia,” the 
Director-General elaborated.

UNESCO is deeply engaged in 
supporting the conversation of 
mangroves, while advancing the 
sustainable development of local 
communities who interact closely 
with mangroves and depend on 
their goods and services.

She underscored that UNESCO 
is also leading an active role in 
the Blue Carbon Initiative to 

mitigate climate change through 
the conservation, protection, 
restoration and sustainable use of 
coastal and marine ecosystems, 
focusing on mangroves, tidal 
marshes and seagrasses.

“We must do far more and this 
calls for stronger science,” she 
exhorted. To this end, UNESCO is 
working to broaden the capacities 
of States and reinforce their 
scientific knowledge, especially 
in countries that are highly 
dependent on these ecosystems 
in Africa and small islands 
development States, always 
working with local communities, 

always drawing on indigenous 
knowledge.

This Day provides “the moment 
for everyone to redouble their 
commitment to the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and 
the Paris Climate Agreement,” 
said Ms. Bokova. “UNESCO’s 
message today is clear – we must 
reverse the trend of degradation 
and protect the mangroves that 
are so essential to the health of 
the planet,” she concluded.

The International Day, 
commemorated annually on 26 
July, aims to raise awareness of 

Current estimates indicate that up 
to 67% of mangroves have been lost 
to date, and nearly all unprotected 
mangroves could perish over the next 
100 years.
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the valuable services provided by 
mangrove ecosystems.

Did you know?
• Mangroves are extraordinary 

ecosystems, located at the 
interface of land and sea 
in tropical regions, which 
offer a considerable array of 
ecosystem goods and services.

• Although they are found in 
123 nations and territories, 
mangrove forests are globally 
rare. They represent less than 
1% of all tropical forests 
worldwide, and less than 0.4% 
of the total global forest 
estate.

• Mangroves are disappearing 
three to five times faster than 
overall global forest losses, 
with serious ecological and 

socio-economic impacts.
• Management and restoration 

of mangrove ecosystems 
is an achievable and cost 
effective way to help ensure 
food security for many coastal 
communities. 

• These forested wetlands 
are rich in biodiversity. 
They provide a valuable 
nursery habitat for fish and 
crustaceans; a food source 
for monkeys, deer, birds, even 
kangaroos; and a source of 
nectar for honeybees. 

• Healthy mangrove ecosystems 
are vital for the wellbeing, 
food security, and protection 
of coastal communities 
worldwide.

• Mangroves can play an 

important role in reducing 
vulnerability to natural hazards 
and increasing resilience to 
climate change impacts.

• Mangroves act as a form 
of natural coastal defense: 
reducing erosion, attenuating 
waves  and even reducing the 
height of storm surges.

• Mangrove soils are highly 
effective carbon sinks, 
sequestering vast amounts of 
carbon over millennia.

• If destroyed, degraded or lost 
these coastal ecosystems 
become sources of carbon 
dioxide. Much of this emitted 
carbon is thousands of years 
old and other processes in the 
ecosystem do not balance its 
rapid release into the oceans 
and atmosphere.
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With the increase of 
temperatures in the 
GCC during the summer 

season, higher electric demand 
load will put pressure on air 
conditioning equipment in homes 
and offices around the city. 
Listed below in detail are six tips 
to reduce unnecessary energy 
consumption and keep bills down 
during the summer. 

• Reduce electrical consumption 
in peak load hours: Daily 
summer temperatures are 
highest between 14.30 and 
15.30. Consequently, air 
conditioning equipment 
consumes much more power 
than usual during this peak, 
so any additional activity that 
emits heat, such as cooking, 
will only result in more work 

for the air conditioner.

• Install internal and external 
window filming: External 
window film prevents the heat 
of the sun from penetrating 
the window, while internal 
window film prevents heat 
transferring to the space. 
Studies have shown that 
filming your windows results 
in a 60% heat reduction.

• Proper use of the thermostat: 
Many people in the GCC tend 
to misuse a thermostat and 
set it on ‘Fan On’ at all times. 
Instead, set the thermostat on 
‘Auto’ with a temperature of 
22-23oC to achieve thermal 
comfort and save up to 40% in 
energy.

• Invest in solar gazebos: For 

those who own villas and are 
willing to go the extra mile, 
solar gazebos placed on roofs 
can help reduce electricity 
bills by up to 100%.

• Install a water aerator: Water 
aerators add air to the flow of 
water, providing comfortable 
water pressure with less flow. 
This reduces unnecessary 
water consumption and water 
pump energy, resulting in 
savings in water and electric 
bills.

• Save hot water for the 
evening: During the summer, 
water supplied by the 
municipality tends to be hot 
anyway, so showering in the 
evening will help save energy 
as it doesn’t require the use of 
the electric water heater. 

Ways to beat the heat this summer 
By Christopher El Khouri, Mechanical Engineer at DC PRO Engineering  
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King Saud Medical City 
(KSMC) has partnered 
with InfoFort, an Aramex 

company and leading information 
management solution provider 
in the Middle East and Africa, to 
raise awareness and drive action 
on paper recycling efforts through 
GreenBox – a sustainable initiative 
that aims to change people’s paper 
consumption habits.

The agreement supports 
KSMC’s “Change starts with 
you” campaign, which focuses 
on environmental and recycling 
issues and was developed in line 
with the Saudi Arabia’s Vision 

2030 to develop environmentally 
friendly cities. 

Commenting on the new initiative, 
CEO of King Saud Medical City, 
Haitham Alfalah, said: “Installing 
the GreenBox has not only 
raised awareness across all the 
hospital departments, it has also 
encouraged our staff to become 
active participants in finding 
sustainable solutions to minimise 
paper wastage and reduce 
operational costs.”

GreenBox is a 100 per cent 
eco-friendly and free-of-charge 
service provided by InfoFort, 

King Saud 
Medical City 
introduces new 
sustainable 
initiative with 
GreenBox

GreenBox is a community initiative from InfoFort which aims to change paper 
consumption habits.

Recycling

c r e a t i n g  g r e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w

Did you know? 
• 10% of the world’s 

population consumes over 
50% of the world’s paper

• Paper production accounts 
for approximately 35% of 
felled trees 

• Paper recycling causes 
74% less air pollution, and 
35% less water pollution 
compared to producing 
virgin paper

• Paper consumption in the 
average business is growing 
by an avg. of 22% each year
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across the Middle East region. 
The initiative aims to educate 
businesses on paper recycling 
benefits and create awareness on 
paper wastage and its impact on 
our environment. It seeks to bring 
about a sustainable change in an 
organisation’s paper consumption 
and recycling habits, which, if 
not managed effectively, can 
lead to an adverse impact on the 
environment in the long-term. 

On signing-up for a GreenBox, 
InfoFort will deliver and setup the 
boxes within three working days, 
with its contents recycled on a 
monthly basis. The organisation 

will receive a monthly automated 
analysis report that will highlight 
the positive impact of an 
organisation’s recycling effort on 
the environment. 

GreenBox measures an 
organisation’s environmental 
impact, as a direct result of 
their recycling activities. Each 
GreenBox can recycle 30 
kilogrammes of paper per month, 
resulting in savings equivalent 
to 210 gallons of water – or 
half a tree – and contributes to 
a sustainable eco-system by 
offsetting the region’s carbon 
footprint. 

Over the last three years, 
GreenBox has contributed to 
recycling paper wastes equivalent 
to 2,759 trees, 1,131,305 gallons 
of water, 64,463 gallons of oil, 
and helped offset 2,759 tonnes of 
C02e emission.

 “In addition to GreenBox, we 
have signed several agreements, 
including one with the National 
Water Company and the Saudi 
Council for Green Building and we 
look forward to working closely 
with the relevant organisations 
to build awareness and preserve 
the environment for our future 
generation,” Dr. Alfalah added. 

GreenBox offers free-of-charge 
service that is available to all 
organisations across the Middle 
East region.

c r e a t i n g  g r e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w



52

Creating a sustainable 
lifestyle is a lifelong 
commitment – from learning, 

experimenting, exploring, 
committing to increasing 
sustainable practices and, above 
all, caring for Mother Nature.

To help you start your sustainable 
living journey, mygreenchapter.
com - an online garden center 
focused on urban farming, both 
indoor and outdoor - is offering 
a trendy and unique selection of 
products from vertical gardens to 
grow lights, beautifully designed 
planters, colourful chicken coops 
and much more.  

Jean-Charles Hameau, Managing 
Partner, mygreenchapter.com, 
explains, “The range of products 
available at mygreenchapter has 
not only made sustainable living in 
the UAE easy and accessible but 
have encouraged many people to 
grow a green thumb!”

MyGreenChapter focuses on 7 
categories to help simultaneously 
curb your carbon footprint, build 
your own indoor garden, grow 
a veggie patch, cook nutritious 
meals and improve your health.

Buy Seeds, Soil & Fertilizer: Grow 
your own herb garden and whip 

up delicious meals for your family 
and friends and get in the habit of 
using fresh ingredients grown in 
the comfort of your home without 
spending extra on grocery bills.

Gardening Tools and Watering: 
With a variety of indoor and 
outdoor gardening accessories 
and products, pick a convenient 
tool and dive into growing your 
own organic fruits, veggies and 
more. Products like ‘Vertical 
Gardens’ and Greenhouses are a 
perfect starting point.

Pots and Planters: To encourage 
customers to use good quality 

Sustainable living 
made easy 

Buy, grow, eat and compost to a healthier approach to life with MyGreenChapter.
com that aims to bring the curiosity of urban farming to the UAE.

Sustainability
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products, mygreenchapter.com 
has a variety of pots that will 
brighten any home or garden. 

Kids Gardening: MyGreenChapter 
is a strong campaigner to get 
kids introduced to gardening and 
ensure they are adopting a green 
way of living from an early age. 
There are several choices of kids 
gardening tools to get the little 
ones interested in sustainable 
living.

Wild Birds: A variety of feeders, 
nest and food are available to 
attract more species of birds into 
the backyard. 

Chicken keeping: The 
Chicken Coops available at 
MyGreenChapter provide a 
perfect way to start reaping the 
benefits of home-hatched eggs. 
Chickens also provide pest and 
weed control and the simple 
source of fertiliser. 

Composting: If you already grow 
your own vegetables and keep 
a compost heap then you are 
heading in the right direction to 
becoming self-sustaining. Choose 
from a range of Bokashi products 
to help with turning your kitchen 
waste into organic compost soil 
conditioner and help create a 

cycle of green living.

In the long run, going ‘green’ does 
not only help in a sustainable 
environment for our planet but 
also promotes good health for the 
entire family. 

Urban Farming encourages people to 
use public space to grow vegetables and 
fruits in their front or backyard, schools, 
hospitals, universities etc.

c r e a t i n g  g r e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w
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The G20 and other nations 
have taken huge strides 
over the last year towards 

mobilizing the trillions of dollars 
of public and private capital 
needed to make sustainable 
development and climate action 
a reality, according to new UN 
Environment research released on 
14th July, 2017.

UN Conference on Trade and 
Development research from 
2015 showed that the investment 
required to bring sustainable 
development in developing 
countries was short by US$2.5 
trillion each year, with as much as 

ten times that needed globally in 
the years to come – mainly from 
private sources.

However, the UN Environment 
Inquiry into the Design of a 
Sustainable Financial System’s 
Green Finance Progress Report – 
a contribution to the G20’s Green 
Finance Study Group (GFSG) 
– finds dozens of encouraging 
policies and financial product 
developments that show the 
public and private sectors are 
serious about changing this trend.

“The world has committed to 
creating a better future for 

people and planet. But we will not 
be able to achieve our sustainable 
vision without the global financial 
system using its capital to fuel the 
transformation,” said Erik Solheim, 
head of UN Environment.

“This new research shows 
encouraging progress in this 
regard. From a record number of 
new green finance measures to 
ambitious plans for green finance 
hubs, we are seeing the smart 
money move to green financing.”

Highlights from the report
Green financing at scale will 
be critical to achieve the G20’s 

G20, world makes 
huge strides on 
green finance in 
just one year

UN Environment research shows developing countries are making efforts to 
mobilize capital behind sustainable development.

Report
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goal of securing balanced and 
sustained growth. Establishing 
the GFSG during China’s G20 
Presidency last year showed the 
G20 understood this – reinforced 
by Germany’s decision to 
continue the work during its G20 
Presidency this year.

The G20 Green Finance Synthesis 
Report, adopted at the G20 
Leaders’ Summit in Hangzhou in 
September 2016, set out seven 
options identified by the GFSG 
to accelerate the mobilization of 
green finance.

Over the last year, considerable 

progress has been made against 
these seven options by all G20 
members, and the international 
community, in increasingly 
systemic national action, greater 
international cooperation, and 
increased market leadership.  

More measures related to green 
finance have been introduced 
since June 2016 compared with 
any other one-year period since 
2000. The trends and measures 
have resulted in increased flows 
of green finance, most notably 
in the issuance of green bonds, 
which grew by around 100 per 
cent to US$81 billion in 2016.

Examples of specific country 
action include:
India: The Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
issued disclosure requirements 
for the issuing and listing of green 
debt securities.  
Germany: The federal state 
of Hesse has announced the 
intention to make the city of 
Frankfurt a green finance hub.  

China: In June 2017, the State 
Council announced five pilot areas 
for green finance. 

France: In January 2017, France 
issued a landmark EUR 7 billion 

Green financing at scale will be critical 
to achieve the G20’s goal of securing 
balanced and sustained growth.
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long-dated 22-year sovereign 
green bond, with a view to 
promoting best market practices 
and support the development of 
the green bond market.

South Africa: The Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange (JSE) is 
developing green bond listing 
requirements in line with 
international best practice.

Brazil: The Central Bank issued 
guidelines on integrated 
risk management including 
environmental risk at the end of 
March 2017.  

US: The California State 
Insurance Commissioner 
launched the Climate Risk 
Carbon Initiative online database 
in January 2017 providing 
information on high-carbon 

investments of large insurance 
companies.  

These changes to the financial 
rules of the game have helped 
drive the reallocation of capital 
in financial and capital markets. 
A comprehensive review looking 
beyond green finance to assess 
sustainable finance more broadly 
indicates that global sustainably 
managed assets under 
management have increased by 
25 per cent compared to 2014.

Encouraging positive feedback 
loops are emerging. Increases 
in green bond primary market 
issuance have improved secondary 
market liquidity, allowing new 
funds to open and operate within 
existing liquidity and credit-
worthiness constraints. Four new 

green bond funds were launched in 
early 2017.

According to the report, the 
progress made nationally, 
internationally and in financial 
and capital markets shows 
that financial system is 
reshaping itself to align with 
the sustainable development 
imperatives of the 21st century.

“The challenge now is to 
rapidly increase capital 
flows to investments that 
will support our sustainable 
development objectives and 
create commercially viable 
green businesses for decades 
to come,” said Solheim. “The G20 
and others have set the wheels in 
motion. Now is the time to press 
hard on the accelerator.”
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The field teams of the 
Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 

in Jordan, have observed a 
new indicator of the natural 
reproduction of the houbara, 
launched in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan at the 
initiative of the International 
Fund for the Conservation of 
Houbara (IFHC).

Under the initiative, 1,300 
houbara birds in captivity were 
released into the wild in 2014, 
2015 and 2017 in different parts 
of the historical habitats of the 
Asian houbara in Jordan.

Two houbara chicks were 
spotted in southwestern Jordan 
and a nest was discovered in 
Wadi Rum. The field teams also 

found another houbara nest 
in eastern Jordan last year. 
These discoveries covered a 
limited number of houbaras 
equipped with satellite and radio 
transmitters, showing that they 
adapt to resettlement in areas 
where they had disappeared in 
the past.

“The birds produced by the 
breeding centres in Abu Dhabi, 
Kazakhstan and the Kingdom 
of Morocco are adapting 
to the wildlife environment 
and contributing to the re-
establishment of extinct groups,” 
said Mohamed Saleh al-Baidani, 
Director-General of the IFHC.

He added that the systems, 
models and protocols developed 
by the International Fund at its 

various centres prepare birds 
to adapt to life in the wild. It 
also helps choose launch areas 
and dates, establish local 
communities to protect the birds, 
preserve their natural habitats, 
improve the environment, and 
encourage the spread and 
reproduction of the houbara.

“Today, these efforts have borne 
fruit, with the proportion of 
birds that survive during the first 
year growing from 57 percent to 
80 percent in the launch areas. 
In light of these successive 
indicators of success, we are 
releasing the houbara in the wild 
for natural reproduction. Hence, 
their reproduction has increased 
in the UAE, Morocco and 
Kazakhstan to 53,000 annually,” 
al-Baidani added.

Houbara bustard reproduction observed in their historical 
habitats in Jordan
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Two ingredients used in 
thousands of products 
to kill bacteria, fungi and 

viruses linger in the environment 
and pose a risk to human health, 
according to a statement 
released in June this year by more 
than 200 scientists and health 
professionals.

The scientists say the possible 
benefits in most uses of triclosan 
and triclocarban—used in some 
soaps, toothpastes, detergents, 
paints, carpets—are not worth 
the risk.  The statement urges 
“the international community 
to limit the production and use 

of triclosan and triclocarban 
and to question the use of other 
antimicrobials.”

They also call for warning labels 
on any product containing 
triclosan and triclocarban and 
for bolstered research of the 
chemicals’ environmental toll. The 
statement says evidence that the 
compounds are accumulating in 
water, land, wildlife and humans is 
sufficient to merit action.

“We want to draw attention to the 
increasing use of antimicrobials 
in a lot of products,” said Dr. Ted 
Schettler, science director of 

the Science and Environmental 
Health Network and one of the 
signatories of the statement.

The chemicals are used to kills 
microbes such as bacteria and 
viruses that make people ill. 
However, both chemicals affect 
animals’ hormone systems, 
causing reproductive and 
development problems.

And there is nascent evidence that 
the impacts may extend to humans 
as well—having been linked 
to reduced growth of fetuses, 
earlier births, and lower head 
circumference in boys at birth.

Hundreds of 
scientists call for 
caution on anti-
microbial chemical 
use

Brian Bienkowski of Environmental Health News reports that more than 200 
scientists outline a broad range of concerns for triclosan and triclocarban and call 
for reduced use worldwide.

Health
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The compounds are used in an 
estimated 2,000 products but 
are being phased out of some 
uses. In February the EU banned 
triclosan in hygiene products. U.S. 
manufacturers are phasing out 
triclosan from hand soaps after 
the FDA banned it amid concerns 
that the compound disrupted the 
body’s hormone systems. 

The FDA noted in the restriction 
that antibacterial hand soaps 
were no more effective than non-
antibacterial soap and water at 
preventing illness.

“Triclosan and triclocarban have 

been permitted for years without 
definitive proof they’re providing 
benefits,” said Avery Lindeman, 
deputy director of the Green 
Policy Institute. The compounds, 
she added, serve as little more 
than a “marketing ploy” for many 
products, such as antimicrobial 
cutting boards and socks.

Despite soap bans, triclosan 
remains in Colgate Total 
toothpaste, some cleaning 
products and cosmetics. More 
worrisome, Lindeman said some 
manufactures of personal care 
products are simply substituting 
other antimicrobials for 

triclosan—some of which may 
pose the same risks to people and 
the environment. 

Triclosan and triclocarban also 
show up in odd places, such as 
building products, Schettler 
said. “Some building materials 
are subject to microbial 
degradation, attacked by things 
like fungi that break them 
down, so manufacturers will put 
antimicrobials in there to reduce 
the risk,” he said.

Because of the widespread use, 
most people have some levels of 
triclosan in them. A 2008 study 

The possible benefits in most uses of 
triclosan and triclocarban—used in some 
soaps, toothpastes, detergents, paints, 
carpets—are not worth the risk. 
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of U.S. residents found it in the 
urine of about 75 percent of 
people tested.

Once the compounds get into 
the environment, they don’t 
readily go away.  Researchers 
have detected triclosan and 
triclocarban in water and 
sediment all over the world—
including drinking water, oceans 
and streams.

The compounds impact 
hormones in animal studies. And 
there’s evidence that they may do 
the same to developing babies. 
Properly functioning hormones 
are critical for babies’ proper 
development. Last month Brown 
University researchers reported 
that mothers’ triclosan exposure 
during pregnancy was linked 

to lower birth weights, smaller 
heads and earlier births. They 
also found that as the children 
aged, triclosan levels spiked 
after they brush their teeth or 
wash their hands.

In addition to endocrine 
disruption concerns, Lindeman 
and other signers outline two 
other potential human health 
impacts from exposure to 
triclosan: heightened sensitivity 
to allergens, and antibiotic 
resistance.

Large studies of children in the 
United States and Norway have 
linked triclosan to allergies 
and worsening asthma. And 
there is evidence bacteria that 
develop resistance to triclosan 
also become resistant to other 

antibacterial compounds.
Companies such as Colgate have 
defended triclosan use. The 
American Chemistry Council, 
which represents chemical 
manufacturers, declined to 
comment on the statement. 

The authors of the statement 
recognize the need for 
antimicrobials and didn’t call 
for a total ban, Schettler said. 
“Toothpastes with triclosan can 
help people with gum disease and 
in hospitals it is crucial to have 
such germ-killing soaps for pre-
surgery and to use around people 
with immune system problems.”

But the everyday use could be 
curbed, he added, and the hope is 
the statement starts a broader 
conversation.
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While investment in 
research has led to 
breakthroughs in new 

materials like super strong carbon 
fibre and lightweight aluminium, 
it is possible that your car could 
be next to benefit from bamboo 
– one of the world’s strongest 
natural materials and nature’s 
wonder material that grows as 
much as three feet in a day.  

The benefits of bamboo have 
been recognised for more than 
a century – Thomas Edison even 
experimented with it when 
making the first light bulb. In 
building, its tensile strength (or 
how much it can resist being 
pulled apart) is well known, as it 
can rival, or even better, some 
types of metal. And, because 
it grows to full maturity in just 

two to five years – compared to 
up to decades for other trees – 
bamboo also regenerates easily.

Over the past several years, 
Ford worked with suppliers to 
evaluate the viability of using 
bamboo in vehicle interiors and 
to make extra strong parts by 
combining it with plastic. The 
team has found that bamboo 
performs comprehensively 
better than other tested 
synthetic and natural fibres in a 
range of materials tests, from 
tensile strength tests to impact 
strength tests. It’s also been 
heated to more than 100 degrees 
Celsius to ensure it can maintain 
its integrity.

The sustainable journey
While tests on bamboo continue, 

Ford is already making use 
of sustainable materials. 
The company uses several 
sustainable materials including:
• Kenaf, a tropical plant in the 

cotton family, is used in the 
door bolsters of Ford Escape

• Rice hulls are used to 
reinforce plastic in Ford 
F-150 electrical harness

• Soy-based foams are used as 
seat cushions, seatbacks and 
head restraints

• Wheat straw is used in Ford 
Flex to reinforce storage bins

• Cellulose tree fibres are used 
to replace glass-filled plastic, 
this industry-first material 
weighs 10 per cent less, is 
produced 30 per cent faster, 
and reduces carbon emissions.

Ford turns to bamboo for interior solutions 
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While global ocean health 
has remained relatively 
stable over the past five 

years, individual countries have 
seen notable changes, according 
to a study published on 5th July, 
2017, in the open-access journal 
PLOS ONE by Dr. Benjamin 
Halpern from University of 
California Santa Barbara, Johanna 
Polsenberg, senior director 
of the Ocean Health Index at 
Conservation International (CI) 
and other colleagues. 

Using an innovative tool 
developed by CI and National 
Center for Ecological Analysis 

and Synthesis (NCEAS) called 
the Ocean Health Index, the 
researchers found global ocean 
wellness flatlined at a score of 71 
out of 100, which indicates that 
oceans aren’t dying but neither 
are they thriving. 

Called the “Fitbit for oceans”, 
the Ocean Health index has been 
used to assess ocean health 
on the local and regional scale, 
measuring factors such as 
biodiversity, coastal protection 
and clean waters to help inform 
regional policies. In this study, 
Halpern, Polsenberg and 
colleagues analyzed five years’ 

‘Global ocean 
health remains 
relatively stable 
over past five 
years’

Rapid sea ice loss, coastal protections reduction caused declines in ocean health 
in many Arctic and sub-Arctic countries.

Partnership
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The Ocean Health Index 
scientifically measures key 
elements from all dimensions 
of the ocean’s health — 
biological, physical, economic 
and social — to guide 
decision makers toward the 
sustainable use of the ocean.
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worth of data for 220 countries, 
seeking potential drivers and 
implications for the changes that 
they observed.

That global ocean health has been 
fairly stable over the past five 
years is not unexpected since 
the health of the world’s oceans 
does not change rapidly over a 
relatively short time period. 

What was notable were changes 
individual countries. For example, 
rapid loss of sea ice and the 
consequent reduction of coastal 
protection from that sea ice 
was responsible for declines 

in overall ocean health in many 
Arctic and sub-Arctic countries.  
Meanwhile, improvements in 
the management of wild-caught 
fisheries, the creation of marine 
protected areas and decreases in 
the harvest of natural products, 
or non-food products like 
sponges and seashells, were 
among the factors attributed to 
improvements in other coastal 
countries.

“Each year we do this assessment 
we learn something about where 
oceans are healthy and not as 
healthy, and get a little more 
insight into what might be causing 

those changes,” said Dr. Ben 
Halpern, lead author of the study, 
professor and research biologist 
at the Marine Science Institute at 
the University of California, Santa 
Barbara. 

“But with five years of 
assessment we finally have 
enough information to get a 
clear signal of what’s going on. 
Countries that are seeing notable 
improvement in their oceans are 
taking concrete actions to make 
things better, like creating marine 
protected areas. This is the first 
anyone has been able to do this – 
measure the health of our oceans 

The Ocean Health Index is a decision-
making tool and framework for 
conserving the human-ocean ecosystem 
because people need a healthy ocean.
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in a comprehensive way and track 
changes with a single measure,” 
he explained.

While the Ocean Health Index 
at Conservation International 
was capable of predicting short 
term changes in global ocean 
health, the authors suggest 
that investment in additional 
resources for measuring changes 
on a global scale would greatly 
help with management and 
protection of ocean health. 

“We believe the Ocean Health 
Index gives reason for hope by 
providing a detailed diagnosis of 
the state of ocean health and a 
framework that allows countries 
to identify and prioritize the 
most necessary resilience 
actions to improve ocean health 

– now and for the future,” says 
Polsenberg.

The Ocean Health Index is 
a decision-making tool and 
framework for conserving 
the human-ocean ecosystem 
because people need a 
healthy ocean. The Index is 
the first assessment tool that 
scientifically measures key 
elements from all dimensions of 
the ocean’s health — biological, 
physical, economic and social — 
to guide decision makers toward 
the sustainable use of the ocean.

First completed in 2012, more 
than 65 scientists, economists 
and environmental managers 
worked together to develop the 
global Ocean Health Index, which 
provides an annual assessment 

of ocean health around the world 
using information from over 
120 scientific databases. Since 
then, more than 25 countries 
and regions have embarked 
on independent Ocean Health 
Assessments. 
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Entries opened on 28th 
June, 2017, for the world’s 
first student competition 

to find the next generation of 
solutions to the global problem 
of marine litter. Organized by UN 
Environment and Think Beyond 
Plastic, the Marine Plastics 
Innovation Challenge invites 
university students worldwide to 
submit fresh ideas in the fields 
of engineering, communications, 
economics and data modelling.

Each year, 8 million tonnes of 
plastic end up in the oceans: 
the equivalent of a full garbage 
truck every minute. This pollution 
threatens the survival of fish and 
other sea creatures, destroys 
marine and coastal ecosystems 
that support over three billion 
people worldwide, and endangers 

human health by entering the 
food chain. If no action is taken, 
by 2050 there could be more 
plastic than fish in the oceans.

Deadline for entries is 6 October 
2017. To participate, students 
need to be enrolled in a graduate 
or postgraduate programme as 
of June 2017, be supported by 
a faculty member, and submit 
an entry in one or more of the 
following categories:

1. Engineering and Design:  
including innovations in 
materials, manufacturing 
processes, packaging design 
and related fields that result 
in a measurable reduction in 
marine plastic.

2. Communication: including 

multimedia products, 
mobile apps, and innovative 
storytelling that raise 
awareness and inspire 
public action against marine 
plastics.

3. Economics: including 
innovative methodologies to 
assess the economic impact 
of plastic pollution and/or 
develop new financial and 
business models to address 
market failures.

4. Prediction and Recovery: 
including the development 
of analytical tools 
(algorithms, models, hotspot 
identification) to better 
capture and monitor data 
about plastic pollution and 
propose solutions.

Global innovation challenge opens for students to fight marine 
plastic
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‘Mr Green Finance’ is a credit to cleaner environment initiative
This article, by Leng Cheng, touched a chord in me as it focuses on an important issue which many 
environmentalists marginalize in their analyses and planning. Nothing will go nowadays without 
appropriate finance. I will try to summarize this article for common benefit.

“Mr. Green Finance” is the chief economist at the People’s Bank of China, MA Jun. His job is to 
drive investment into clean energy and clean air. He published a book titled “The Economics of Air 
Pollution in China,” where he laid out 10 policy adjustments to green credit and green bonds.

Green credit, or loans to projects offering energy savings or emissions reductions, currently 
account for nearly 9 percent of outstanding loans in China, according to data compiled by the 
central bank.

Some players, like Industrial Bank of China, have recruited nearly 200 professionals with expertise in both environmental 
protection and finance. However, the majority of other banks have been more hesitant to make such a large commitment on 
projects that are relatively long-term in profit and lower in returns. They believe that lending to green projects is risky and they 
lack confidence in their capability to select good green projects.

The role of the central bank is crucial. It will include green credit into its risk monitoring system and assessment on bank’s 
performance. It should also entrust the banking association to give ‘green grades’ to banks by offering low-cost capital to 
banks offering finance for green projects. This is in addition to encouraging banks to do environmental risk assessment on 
new loans.

The Industrial and Commercial Bank of China — the world’s largest bank, found that policy changes related to pollution 
control and tougher environmental standards would likely have significant structural impact on industries in coming years, 
thus justifying an adjustment in credit policy. There is a need for national standards to assess credit loss ahead of lending,” 
Ma said. “It will also help develop priorities in bank loans and investment in green firms.” Hence, the central bank will provide 
interest subsidies, set up nationwide green development funds and involve state-backed guarantee agencies to further lower 
the cost of green credit, he said. “The central bank is working with the European Investment Bank to promote coordination 
on standards defining green finance in order to provide more room to reduce the cost of green finance and encourage more 
foreign investors to buy China’s green bonds at a relatively lower price.”

A crucial step in all this will be attracting the interest of investors. Expecting market forces to do that without a push from the 
top isn’t likely to work, Ma said.

“China’s investors don’t favor green projects, but the government does,” he said. “In this case, government has to take the lead 
and be the promoter.” 

This is the end of the article with minor amendments. The main lesson to learn is the fact that political will is the main key to 
enter green financing.
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